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WES WATKINS CENTER FOR
INTERNATIONAL
TRADE DEVELOPMENT

School of Global Studies and Partnerships.

CITDigest

‘The mission of the Oklahoma State University Wes Watkins Center for International Trade Development
(CITD) is o increase the global competitiveness of Oklahoma. As a land grant university, Oklahoma State
s committed to teaching, research, and public service through extension. The CITD works to fulfil this
‘extension function in order to promote economic development in the state through export and trade
advisory services, and research.

Announcements

Mexico Supplemental Report

We have been involved in supporting
Okiahoma's growing relationship with Mexico.
We prepared a supplemental report to assist the
recent diplomatic and trade mission to Mexico,
and are actively engaged in Oklahoma's efforts
to build and sustain a closer partnership.

Read Report

Our efforts to complement the Oklahoma Department of Commerce's international endeavors were
recognized by Oklahoma's Secretary of Commerce Scott Mueller and the team:

"We look forward to a growing partnership with the CITD...to further the state’s global engagement and realize
the economic and other benefits associated with that expanded global reach.
-Scott R. Mueller, Oklahoma Secretary of Commerce & Worklorce Development

“Needless to say, we are deeply impressed by your team’s work and grateful for the partnership."
~Sarah Short, Intemational Relations and Foreign Direct Investment Coordinator

w Official Statement
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Recent small business export
projects have included industry-
‘specific market entry studies for
Mexico, Canada, and Australia,
and a German distrbutor strategy
for a construction products
company, as wellas fielding a
regular stream of technical
requests ranging from compliance
o logistis to documentation
advice.

We conduct trade research to
uncover non-obvious opportunities

for Oklahoma companies. This
research strives to maintain
academic rigor while being
accessible to the general public. In
addition to the reports we've
produced recently, we are
developing a new CITD Brief that
seeks 10 explain clearly and
accurately why supply chain
issues are 5o prominent now and
what Oklahomans can expect in
the coming year.

Aligned with our mission to grow
Oktahoma's global
competiiveness, we are involved
in discussions supporting several
state-wide iitatves to bring
‘Okiahoma o the world and the
world to Oklahoma. Our
‘engagement with a range of
prvate, state, national, and
international networks places us in
aunique posiion o serve as a
bridge between various entiies to
positively impact the state

Manufacturer’s Luncheon

As we work to engage with exporters and

potential exporters across the state through our
‘Small Business Development Center unit, we
recently attended the Manufacturer's Luncheon
hosted by the Broken Arrow Chamber of
Commerce. This was an opportunit to hear from
existing Oklahoma businesses currently engaged
in rade and learn about the global issues they are
facing. It was also a chance to network with the.
‘economic development decision makers in the
Tulsa metro area.
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IEDC Conference

In Octaber, we attended the International 1017 o Baleoam
Economic Development Counci (IEDC)
Conference in Nashvile, Tennessee where we.
leamed about the challenges, achievements, and
upcoming projects that ou nation's economic
development agencies and government officials
are facing. It was an event filed with extensive
learing and networking opportunities. We are
excited that next years IEDC Conference wil be.
hosted in Okiahoma City!

OKSBDC Staff Conference

“This year, we had the privilege to host the annual
‘OKiahoma Smal Business Development Center
(OKSBDC) al staff meeting at the Wes Watkins.
Center In early August, over 35 members of the
‘OKSBOC statewide network (including business
advisors and administrators) gathered for our two-
day conference where we heard from state
‘agency leaders from Okizhoma Depariment of
‘Commerce, Okiahoma Department of Labor, and
the U.S. Small Business Admiistration's
‘OKiahoma District Office, and also engaged ina
range of strategic planning, training, and staff
evelopment acttes

MIO - Made in Oklahoma

MIO s a coalition dedicated to buiding up
agricultural-based companies in our state.
In early September, we had a chance to
attend their annual MIO Expo at the
beautiful Southwind Hills event center in
Goldsby, OK. The event featured the state's.
top local food products producers (and
there were samples &)
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NASBITE International Conference
NASBITE International

Annual Conference

NASBITE's 2022 Annual Corference,set for March 20:31,
Wil rovide a forum forlearing across a broad spectrum of
opics rolated t ntormational business and rade
‘Conforence atendoes are: facuty teaching interatonal
business opics at colleges and universits; ntermatonal
rado spocialsts affated with SBDC and World Tade
‘Gontors; ndopendent rade consulants: and ndusiry
professional. NASBITE i saeking presenters who can
provide curent content for all segments of conferenco
atendoos.

Learn More
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Our 2021-22 GITD Global Trade Felows along wih our namesako, and inspraton Congressman Wos Watkins
(picture rom lft 1o right ae: Faculy Advisr Dr. John Schosneman, Ei Eshragh, Anie Vo, Congressman Wes
Watins, Emio Ramirez, Michas! Johnson, and GITD Director Adrow Ranson)




